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Dear Friends,
I’m sure you too have enjoyed those early summer days filled with sunshine. The apple
blossom at Sevington was beautiful this year and the sweet peas are already planted.
We have much to celebrate at Sevington. After more than a year of hard work, we are
delighted to report that we have raised the magnificent sum of £65,000 towards the
renovation of our toilet facilities and pathways, as part of our plan to make the school safer
and more accessible to all visitors. Although we have not yet quite reached our fundraising
target, we have raised enough to be able to schedule the building work for the coming
summer holidays. We have chosen the dates to cause minimum disruption to visiting school
groups, but sadly it does mean that for this year we have had to suspend our Summer
Sunday openings to the general public. The school will close on 13th July and is scheduled to
reopen on 10th September. We are immensely grateful to all the donors who have
supported us and made these improvements possible.
You will remember that at the last AGM we voted unanimously to change our charitable
status from an unincorporated charity to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). The
process of redrafting our Constitution and submitting an application to the Charity
Commission was quite a lengthy one, but we are pleased to tell you that the new CIO,
Sevington Victorian School, was registered on 10th May. We now have many administrative
tasks to complete, including transferring our property and other assets and changing all
documentation in line with our new charity name and number. We aim to have everything
completed for the changeover to the new charity by the end of this financial year (31 st
August). In the meantime, the existing charity, The Sevington School Project, continues to
operate as usual and will not be closed down until the changeover. We will keep you fully
informed of all developments.
We are very pleased to welcome some new faces to Sevington. Tim Cradock and David Witt
(the latter a long-time Friend and supporter - perhaps not such a new face!) have joined the
trustee group, bringing our number to nine. I’m sure you will be interested to read their
introductions in this Newsletter. We also welcome Tessa Leatherland, who has recently
joined the teaching team. The teaching team will be kept especially busy this June, as one
primary school is bringing every pupil to Sevington over a 10-day period, to celebrate the
125th anniversary of the opening of their school.
My thanks, as always, to the contributors to this Newsletter. If you enjoy reading the
articles, please do think about sending in one of your own. We would love to hear more
about our Friends, and how their link to Sevington came about. All contributions can be sent
to me at friends@sevingtonvictorianschool.co.uk.
With best wishes from all at Sevington,
Isobel
Isobel Moore
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My memories of Sevington School
In November 2017 Meg Gomersall was appointed as the Charity’s new Honorary President
and here she shares some of her many memories of Sevington with us.

Meg at work in the garden at Sevington

I first heard about Sevington School in Winter 1991/1992 when I was invited to a meeting in
Devizes to hear Don Williams, then head of primary education in Wiltshire, to speak about
this intriguing new venture.
As I was working in teacher education and had responsibility for teaching primary history to
all students on the primary education courses, I was eager to become involved and
volunteered my services as soon as I had the chance to speak to Don.
After Miss Squire’s death in 1928 the school house was rented out to tenants, though,
fortunately, the accommodation did not include the school room. Children from at least one
local school were able to visit as their Head Teacher organised this with the then tenant, to
give the ‘scholars’ a taste of Victorian school life.
The owner, Mr Neeld, also knew about this and as the building became unsuitable for
domestic renting, he approached Don to ask if the Local Authority might be interested in
leasing the property. Don certainly was, immediately seeing the huge potential Sevington
offered for quality learning to the schoolchildren of the region and he spread the word far
and wide to engage a wide range of supporters. After much hard work and negotiation - and
many ups and downs - a 20-year lease was signed in 1992, and Sevington Victorian Project
was legally in existence with Don rightly being appointed the Honorary President of the
Charity.
In the beginning volunteers worked to restore the grounds and buildings to a condition that
Miss Squire might have recognised and I can remember digging out ground elder and
stripping off lurid 1960s wallpaper as we endeavoured to make the whole place suitable for
visitors. In this I often partnered Jo Lawrie who was the first - and at that time the only 3

Miss Squire. On one occasion she nipped out to fetch some milk and came back some time
later having visited a local branch of ‘Wiltshire Farmers’ and having bought the kitchen
range. Her background was in museum education and she knew a good replica when she
saw one.
Jo was a very interesting woman who did much to publicise Sevington, including a
‘Victorian’ newsletter that no one since has ever been able to emulate, courses for teachers
and lavishly catered open days every Summer. When the time came for her to retire she
was very reluctant to go but she was persuaded by her husband’s wish to return to
Scotland.
Since then we have seen many Miss Squires come and go, numbers of whom first
encountered the school when they visited with their classes, some because a number of
their former colleagues had become Miss Elisabeth or Miss Hannah and many other
reasons. The common thread here is that they all thought Sevington was an important
educational resource and enjoyed their time with the scholars. Similarly with Trustees,
people come and go, some after many years, but all do it because they know how unique it
is. And the Head Teacher who used to bring his class to Sevington before the project was
even thought of has recently returned to being a trustee for the second time. It does get a
grip on you.
I have been involved with Sevington from the beginning, turning my hand to a whole variety
of tasks over the years as changes and developments required and, like most of the
Sevington team, persuading family and friends to help out. There have been some troubled
times and times when much hard work was needed to get necessary tasks done but we can
count considerable successes over the years, not least the purchase of the building in 2013
and, we hope, the soon to be completed wheelchair accessible lavatory block.
Two things have always sustained my loyalty to Sevington, the first is the spirit of teamwork
that extends from the teaching team and the volunteers to my fellow trustees and the
second is that I have met and continue to meet lots of many very interesting people.
Whether I am being Joe the jobbing gardener or a ‘Miss Squire’ hostess to visitors, for
example, I always find I go home thinking how privileged I am.
My brief here was to write an account of my time at Sevington now I am honoured to step
into Don Williams’ shoes as the President of what will be the charity called ‘Sevington
Victorian School’ in the near future.
It occurred to me whilst writing that many of the membership must also have memories to
share about their experiences of Sevington. It would be excellent if we could build up an
oral witness archive which could include personal photographs. Let my brief memoir be the
catalyst for another source of Sevington history. I have some names and faces in mind and I
am sure you will know who you are!
Meg Gomersall
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The Ragged School Museum
Have you ever wondered what school life would have been like for a Victorian child growing
up not in Sevington but in the East End of London?
In the last Newsletter we reported on the visit of Dr Malcolm Beazley, Founder and Director
of the Australian National Museum of Education, to Sevington School. As part of his tour of
Victorian schools in Britain, he also visited The Ragged School Museum in the London
Borough of Tower Hamlets. What he wrote inspired me to look further into these schools.
Ragged Schools provided basic free education for children too poor to receive it elsewhere.
In 1846, Charles Dickens wrote a letter to the readers of The Daily News, in which he
described a visit he had made to Field Lane Ragged School in London:
It consisted of two or three miserable rooms, upstairs in a
miserable house. The close, low chamber at the back, in
which the boys were crowded, was so foul and stifling as
to be, at first, almost unsupportable. Huddled together
on a bench about the room, and shown out by some
flaring candles stuck against the walls, were a crowd of
boys, varying from mere infants to young men; sellers of
fruit, herbs, lucifer-matches, flints; sleepers under the dry
arches of bridges; young thieves and beggars – with
nothing natural to youth about them. They could not be
trusted with books; they could only be instructed orally;
they were difficult of reduction to anything like attention,
obedience or decent behaviour; their benighted
ignorance in reference to the Deity, or to any social duty,
was terrible to see.
Nevertheless, Dickens came away from his visit impressed by the efforts of the teachers and
resolved to raise awareness and, where possible, secure endowments for these schools.
In 1844, the London Ragged Schools Union was formed to combine resources in the city
providing free education, food, clothing, lodging and other home missionary services for
poor children. The President of the Union was the philanthropist and social reformer,
Anthony Ashley Cooper, 7th Earl of Shaftesbury. Coincidentally he was also the brother of
Lady Caroline Ashley Cooper who had a short-lived marriage to Joseph Neeld of Grittleton,
founder of Sevington School. By 1861 the Ragged Schools were teaching over 40,000
children in London, including the children of convicts and drunks, as well as deserted
orphans. By 1870 there were 250 Ragged Schools in London.
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The Ragged School Museum is housed in a group of three canal side
buildings in London’s East End, in the premises of the former Dr
Barnardo's Copperfield Road Ragged School. The school was opened
by Thomas Barnardo in 1877. When Barnardo came to London from
his home city of Dublin, intending to train as a doctor and then to
become a missionary in China, he was confronted by a city where
disease was rife, poverty and overcrowding endemic and educational
opportunities for the poor were non-existent. He watched helplessly
as a cholera epidemic swept through the East End, leaving over 3,000 Londoners dead and
many destitute. He gave up his medical training to pursue his local missionary works and
become involved in the Ragged Schools movement. For thirty-one years, Barnardo’s
Copperfield Road School educated tens of thousands of children. It closed in 1908, by which
time enough government schools had opened in the area to serve the needs of local
families.
The Ragged School Museum was opened in 1990 with
the aim of making the history of the Ragged Schools and
the broader social history of the Victorian East End
accessible to all. Within the original buildings, an
authentic Victorian classroom has been set up where
each year some 16,000 children experience a Victorian
school lesson. There is also a Victorian East End kitchen,
demonstrating what life would have been like in a
simple, one-room home with no electricity or running
water. This is a museum where you can sit at the school
desks, use the tin bath and experience what life was like
for the Victorian poor of the East End of London. Well
worth a visit!

Isobel Moore
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Tim Cradock - “Hello” from a new Trustee
As a newly appointed Trustee I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself to all
the Friends of Sevington Victorian School.
I am a proud Yorkshireman and spent my formative years living between Braford and Halifax
in West Yorkshire and worked for several years as an Environmental Health Officer in
Bradford. In the early 1980’s I moved to Zimbabwe in a public health role but, because of
the political situation at the time, moved back to the UK after 4 very interesting and
worthwhile years.
After a few years working in the commercial sector in health, safety and risk management I
moved to Wiltshire in 1990 to take up a position with WH Smith in Swindon, where I stayed
for 15 years as Director of Risk covering all their UK businesses as well as the international
interests that they had at the time.
My next career move was to Barclays Bank as Global Head of Health and Safety based in
their Head Office in Canary Wharf - so lots of early mornings waiting at Chippenham station
for the first London train. My role at Barclays included the
management of health and safety risks across all 40+
countries in which they operated, so lots of travelling was
involved.
I took early retirement from Barclays a couple of years ago
and now work a couple of days per week at Prospect
Hospice, Wroughton.
My wife, Carol, a Physiotherapist, and I still live in
Hullavington where we have been since 1990 and share the
house with a black Labrador called Thabo. Our daughter,
Mel, is a Primary School teacher, coincidentally back in
Bradford, and she well remembers her visits to Sevington
when she was a pupil at Stanton St. Quintin.
Any free time is spent in the garden, walking the dog, DIY-ing at home or in Bradford or
playing golf at Manor House.
I am looking forward to becoming more involved in Sevington Victorian School issues and
particularly in the exciting building project soon to get underway - now, where did I put my
frock coat and top hat?

Tim Cradock
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Bienvenue à Sevington
Our most cosmopolitan visit this year came from Blois in France,
when the Chippenham Rotary Club invited visitors from their twin
town to come to Sevington for tea and a tour of the school. We
were warned there could be up to fifty people and that some of
the visitors didn’t have much English, so Miss Squire planned with
more than her usual thoroughness and we all crossed our fingers
for fine weather.
The language barrier didn’t pose too much of a problem. We had
a secret weapon in the form of Ewen Bird, a Friend of Sevington
and former Modern Languages Adviser, who speaks excellent
French and has led more groups than most of us have had déjeuners chauds. But the
weather was the real worry because this was a big group and those of us who have
experienced the combination of a coachload of visitors and relentless rain never want to
repeat it. There is absolutely nowhere to put them.
But as the week wore on, it became clear that the day
was not just going to be dry, it promised to be
absolutely beautiful. This was the first decent May
bank holiday in living memory and, to cap it all, the
apple trees in the orchard were in full, lavish bloom.
Horrid visions of bedraggled visitors, blue with cold,
huddling in the porch, were replaced by a
Renoiresque scene of parasols and sunshine and the
cream teas with home-made scones and jam provided
by Karen and her team went down like a storm.
A group of the visitors, who had turned up in full Victorian
costume, added a touch of elegance to the scene and everyone
agreed the day had been a triumph. A few days later we were
delighted to receive a donation of £500 from the Chippenham
Rotary Club to add to our building fund.
But we did run out of cups. Everyone is now combing the car
boot sales, but if there is any member of the Friends who
happens to have some Victorian style china to donate, we
would be very glad to hear from you because we’re hoping
that our visitors will come back next year.
Dinah Starkey
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Miss Squire on Tour!
Over the beautifully sunny May Bank holiday, three of the Teaching Team, also members of
the Sevington Book Club, travelled up to the Rotherham district of South Yorkshire for a
walking weekend with a difference. We have recently read “Black Diamonds: the rise and
fall of an English Dynasty” by Catherine Bailey, an account of Wentworth Woodhouse which
is the largest Georgian house in Britain. The book tells of the Fitzwilliam family who owned
Wentworth Woodhouse and the mining community in the collieries surrounding it who
financed it. During the twentieth century the family was hit a number of times by punitive
death taxes which resulted in the house being sold, firstly as a teacher training academy for
female P.E. instructors, then as a conference centre and more recently to a private owner.
Following his death, the house was sold in 2015 to the Wentworth Woodhouse Preservation
Trust for £7 million.

Wentworth Woodhouse

The house is Grade 1 listed but now requires a great deal of refurbishment which has been
estimated at around £200 million. We supporters of Sevington are very aware of the
constant rounds of fundraising to keep on top of repairs to the fabric but this will be an
enormous and slow-changing task. As a consequence, you can only walk around the house
as part of a guided tour, which we did, and these tours will form an important part of the
income stream supporting the vast programme of work needed, starting with roof repairs.
Currently the house is unfurnished and it will be exciting to see how it evolves over the
years. The house was originally built during the Jacobean period and vastly expanded
during the 18th century in the Baroque style and is essentially two houses joined together.
Despite the lack of furnishings, the very high quality of workmanship is apparent. There are
beautiful fireplace surrounds inlaid with intricate designs and fabulous marble floors.
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Over this weekend the Tour de Yorkshire, an offshoot
of the Tour de France, was taking place and so
everywhere was festooned with banners, bunting and
bicycle references.

Yarn bombing in the village of Wentworth

Wentworth lies in a beautiful part of Yorkshire, lying close to The Peak District to the west.
We had a delightful circular walk
around the village of Elsecar, one
of the 70 former collieries which
supplied the Fitzwilliam family of
Wentworth Woodhouse with
their income. The mine closed in
the 1980s but has now been
beautifully restored, together
with all of the industrial
outbuildings, by Barnsley Council
and is now Elsecar Heritage Centre.
Elsecar Heritage Centre
On Bank Holiday Monday we joined most of Yorkshire at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park in
West Bretton. Despite the huge numbers of people, the country park is so vast that we
were able to escape the hordes and enjoy the peace and
tranquillity of the park and its monumental sculptures.
There are permanent works of art by Barbara Hepworth,
Henry Moore and Andy Goldsworthy. Temporary
exhibitions are also always on display and there is
currently one featuring Ai Weiwei. Together with these
marvellous modern sculptures the Yorkshire Sculpture
Park houses two galleries which show contemporary
exhibitions. The park is a wonderful place to visit and is
free, made possible by Wakefield Council and the Arts
Council. Yorkshire is of course a huge county with a
great range of scenery. We had a wonderful weekend
exploring this small corner of it.
Reclining Figure by Henry Moore

Nikki Wright
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Introducing ........ Trustee David Witt
My involvement with Sevington predates it being taken on as a Trust, then Charity.
I became Headteacher of Stanton St. Quintin School in 1986 and was told about the
possibility of using the Victorian Schoolroom (then in its condition of closure) by agreement
with the lady living in the schoolhouse, as a few local schools, including Stanton, had done.
The following year we embarked on a term’s study of the Victorian era (those were the
days!). When I called on the householder she was happy to let us use the schoolroom but
advised that she was moving and didn’t know what would happen to the school and house
in the future. Hence my ‘whistleblowing’ phone call to Don Williams, Wiltshire’s Senior
Primary Advisor (those were the days!!), who set in motion a plan to maintain the use of the
premises on an organised basis, eventually resulting in ownership and charitable status.
When Sevington closed in 1913
the pupils transferred to
Grittleton, and when that closed
to Stanton, hence it was in our
catchment area. After arranging
for Jo Lawrie to be Miss Squire
we decided to do what most
Victorian pupils would have done
– walk to school. The photos
show us lined up outside Stanton
School and partway through
Stanton Wood, a very realistic
and atmospheric experience.

After moving to Priestley Primary in
Calne I kept up an informal involvement
with Sevington but now that I am fully
retired am pleased to be ‘on board’
properly and hope to be of some
assistance in whatever ways I can,
maintaining what is a very special local
resource for schools and adult groups.

David Witt
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100 Club winners
February: Isobel Moore
March: Charles Adams

April: Lynne Witt
May: John Archard

If you are not a member of the 100 Club, do please consider joining.
The subscription remains at just £12 for a year. Every month £1 from each
member is used for entry into a draw. One half of the proceeds goes to
Sevington School and the other half is given to the winning member as a prize.
There is information on how to join the 100 Club on our website.

Goodbye to All That!

We now say farewell to our outdated and inadequate toilet block, added to the building in
the 1990s, and look forward to its Victorian-style but fit-for-purpose replacement. Thank
you to all those of you who have in any way helped to make this work possible.
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