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Dear Friends,
You would be forgiven for thinking that Sevington School had gone very quiet this summer,
closed on Sundays to the public for the first time in many years. If you passed by and looked
into the garden, however, you would have seen scaffolding, building materials and much
activity. At last our long-held plan to enlarge and improve our toilet facilities and to make
the pathways around the school safer have come to fruition. We are proud to announce
that we are now a much more visitor-friendly site, whilst ensuring that all improvements
were made in true Victorian style.
In September our neglected garden seemed to be celebrating with us with a bumper crop of
apples and quinces. Unfortunately, the building work was not quite finished, and we had to
bring on site a Portaloo, aptly named The Royal Flush, and keep the garden cordoned off.
We are grateful for the forbearance of the visiting school groups and the teachers during
the first few weeks of this term. We also owe a huge debt of gratitude to all the donors who
have made our improvements a financial possibility.
As you will be aware, we have spent the past year changing our charity status from an
unincorporated charity to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). The new charity was
registered in May under the name of Sevington Victorian School and we then began the
process of transferring our assets from the former charity, The Sevington School Project. We
have a new CIO Constitution, which is available to view on our website. On 17 th November
we will be holding the inaugural AGM of the new charity. The current eight trustees will put
themselves forward for re-election at this meeting and we do hope you will be able to
attend. You can find out more about the trustees in this Newsletter.
We are sad that two highly valued members of the Sevington team have recently retired
from their roles. Meg Gomersall, who has been a driving force behind Sevington for many
years, has stepped down as a trustee, although she remains as Honorary President. Mary
Waite, who has been an outstanding member of the teaching team for the past ten years,
has also retired. We are delighted that both of them have offered their services as garden
volunteers and look forward to their continuing contact with Sevington.
We hope that the next year will offer some exciting events that will bring you back to the
world of Sevington School. The first is a Christmas Victorian Tearoom to be held at Castle
Combe on 16th December - more details are included in this Newsletter. We anticipate that
the episode of Flog It! containing an item on the school filmed last year at Sevington will
soon be shown. As soon as we have a date for screening, we will let you know.
It only remains for me to thank all the contributors to this Newsletter and you, the readers,
for your interest. I hope you enjoy it.
With best wishes from all at Sevington,
Isobel
Isobel Moore
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Building Improvements at Sevington School
Just over two years ago, planning permission was granted to Sevington Victorian School to
replace the existing toilet facilities with those that would include much better amenities,
including a purpose-built disabled cubicle and wheelchair friendly paths. Plans drawn up by
former Sevington resident Nick Elkins and supported by Grittleton Parish Council and local
County Councillor Baroness Scott were eventually agreed. Fundraising could then begin.
The support from individuals, the community and grant funders, both local and national, has
been tremendous. Fundraising events were also held, including an ‘Antiques Road Show’
valuation day with BBC experts Marc Allum and Lisa Lloyd, Victorian teas at Castle Combe
and a bag-pack at Morrisons. Nine months ago, the Trustees were in the position to ask for
building quotations.
On 16th July, immediately after the last school visit of the summer term, E L Palmers of
Sherston, the main contractors, moved onto the site and work began under the supervision
of project manager Mark Judge. The long, dry summer helped and it was not long before the
shell of the building was in place. Sub-contractors could then move in. However, shuffling
these, especially where jobs overlapped, proved to be an interesting experience. The
bespoke flat roof, which was fabricated in Italy, arrived in the UK via Ireland. I wonder how
easy this will be post-Brexit.
The eight-week summer school break was always the best time for this project to take place
but it was optimistic to expect it to be completed within that short time frame. However,
with the cooperation of builders, teachers and visiting schools the disruption has been
minimal.
The Trustees owe an enormous debt of gratitude not only to those who have worked
tirelessly to push the project through but also to those who have supported them
financially. These include national funders Garfield Weston, many individuals, Grittleton’s
Parish Council and Pantomime Committee, the Area Board, Wiltshire Community
Foundation, local charities Jack Lane Trust, Malmesbury League of Friends, Samuel Williams
Farmer Trust and organisations such as St. James’s Place, Chippenham Rotary Club, the
Wiltshire Lodge of Agriculture, Tesco and Waitrose. A full list can be found on our website:
www.sevingtonvictorianschool.co.uk.
Edward King

Edward doing his bit for the new build
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Meet the Sevington Trustees
We are very lucky in having a diverse and hardworking group of trustees. Several have close
links with the area, the community and the school itself, stretching back over the decades,
and this gives the group a sense of continuity which we value.
Dinah Starkey is Chair of Trustees. She is an ex-teacher and history adviser, who was
involved in the very early days of the project. She once wrote a book which was translated
into Swedish. Nowadays she is in charge of the adult groups and handles publicity for the
project.
Edward King is our Treasurer. He is a son of the soil who spent his entire working life
farming the land around Leigh Delamere and Sevington. During a trip to South Africa he
became fascinated by hippopotami and has a collection of over 40 ornaments, pictures and
knick-knacks. As well as keeping the books straight, he acts as membership secretary, liaison
with the teaching team, unofficial site manager and general trouble shooter.
Isobel Moore is Secretary to the trustees. She spent more than three decades teaching
foreign languages to secondary school pupils in Wiltshire. She is a committed European and
shares with Queen Victoria a fondness for the German people (together with knitted lace
and Victoria sponge cake). Besides taking minutes at trustee meetings and coping with all
the paperwork she looks after the volunteers and edits our Newsletter.
Tim Cradock is a risk management practitioner. Having worked for WH Smith and Barclays
Bank he is now working part time for Prospect Hospice, Wroughton. Whilst working in
public health in Zimbabwe he once had to inspect a hippopotamus carcase to make sure it
was fit for human consumption. He has played a key role in supervising the recent building
work and is the trustee with responsibility for health and safety. No hippopotamus related
issues so far!
David Witt was a Wiltshire headteacher and a founder member of the Sevington School
Project. For the whole of the Summer Term of 1987, in his first year as Headteacher of
Stanton St. Quintin Primary, the whole school 'went' Victorian, including a Drama Day at
Kington Langley, a visit to the Victorian Exhibition in Windsor in costume (where some
American tourists thought the children were gypsies) and a Victorian Summer Fete and the
oldest class walked in costume through Stanton Wood to Sevington. In the Summer of 1968
he was arrested by the Yugoslav military for unwittingly sleeping on the barracks football
pitch on the island of Krk. He was released with a warning! David lives in Malmesbury and
brings to the trustee group a wide range of contacts, both in the local area and in the world
of education, which we have put to good use this year in fundraising.
Sylvia Townsend is the teacher representative on the board of trustees. She knows the
area inside out and makes a regular appearance as Miss Hannah during school visits. Her
children were taught by founder member, Audrey Palmer, and Mary Waite at Langley Fitz
and, encouraged by Audrey, Sylvia later joined the staff of Langley. It was through Audrey
that she became involved with Sevington.
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Jenny Jones is a primary teacher and her family has a close connection with Sevington. Her
great aunt, Doris Holbrow, was one of the last three pupils to attend the school before it
closed in 1913 and was Miss Squire's carer in her later life. Doris's sister-in-law Nellie
Holbrow actually lived in the school house at Sevington for some years until it became the
Victorian School experience. Jenny and her family have some fascinating memories of that
time. Jenny keeps us up to date with the changing world of primary education and
organised last year’s valuation day.
Karen McCormack brings to the project contacts with the world of business. She has
recently piloted us through the new privacy laws and with Tim, oversees health and safety.
Dinah Starkey

Access for All at Sevington
One of the last memories we have of Miss Squire is of a straight backed, elderly woman
who was pushed round the village in a bath chair, propelled by little Doris Holbrow. The
bath chair was a hand down from Lady Neeld and no doubt Miss Squire greatly appreciated
it. Family memories suggest that Doris herself was less enthusiastic.
Miss Squire remained at Sevington until her death at the age of 86. It is hard to imagine how
she managed. We know that by this time she was heavily reliant on her stick but how she
coped with the precipitous stairs up to her chamber, the earth closet at the bottom of the
garden and the total lack of rails and supports remains a mystery.
A hundred years later, we are trying to make things easier for our visitors. Most of our adult
groups contain at least one or two people who need a bit of extra help. The Trefoil group
that came last week is a good example. Made up of former Guides and Guiders, they were a
lively bunch who took a keen interest in everything
we had to show them. Several of them had mobility
problems but they didn’t let that put them off and
we are doing our best to help them.
The Action First Group enjoying a visit to Sevington

Over the year we have raised money to rebuild the
toilet block and create proper disabled facilities. We
have resurfaced the paths to provide a surer footing and built a ramp up to the schoolroom.
It has meant a lot of hard work and much careful discussion because, while we want to
improve our facilities for this group, we must, at all costs, preserve the appearance of the
school and ensure that school groups can still enjoy the immersive experience that they
expect. So it’s been a balancing act and we hope we’ve got it right.
Would Miss Squire approve? We will never know.
Dinah Starkey
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Mary Waite Retires (for the second time!)

In July of this year the teaching team bade farewell to one of our sisterhood when Mary
Waite retired for the second time from teaching. Previously Mary had worked for over thirty
years at Langley Fitzurse school and retired in 2007. Now in 2018 Mary has decided that she
really has done more than her fair share of teaching small children and will be devoting her
time to singing, calligraphy and the church. She is also an enthusiastic volunteer at
Westonbirt Arboretum.
Mary had a connection with Sevington School before she was aware of it. She was first
appointed a teacher at Langley Fitzurse to cover Celia Jennings’ maternity leave. That baby
is now fifty years old! Celia, as many of you will know, was the teaching team leader for
many years. During her teaching years in Kington Langley, Mary taught the children of Sue
Dann, Sylvia Townsend and Sue Sunderland, and worked alongside Julia Stacey, all current
teachers at Sevington.
In 2007 Mary was invited to join our sisterhood and started observing Miss Hannah and
Miss Elisabeth Squire, teaching as Miss Hannah Squire in November of that year. Mary has
served as both Miss Squires, as a member of the trustee group and as our teaching team
leader and she has also generously given lots of her time at our Open Days, Farm Days and
some group visits.
There have been many memorable moments during Mary’s time at Sevington. Her first day
teaching as Miss Elisabeth Squire was in June of 2010 and was a challenging one as the
coach driver got lost en-route and the school was over an hour late. A more interesting
event occurred in February 2008 when there was “great excitement before lunch as a sow
wandered on the grass with at least two piglets.” On another occasion and following wet
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weather, one school vehicle got stuck on the soft verge and Mary had to assist with hessian
mats under the tyres. Thankfully there were male staff able to push the car!
We will miss many aspects of Mary’s character amongst the teaching team. Mary’s diary
entries in Miss Squire’s log are a masterclass in understatement but we are all able to read
between the lines and indeed are invited to do so with the addition of one or two
exclamation marks. Take this entry from July of 2007:
“Two boys were particularly “lively” and
were reprimanded accordingly,” or this one
from February 2011 “ Top heavy with boys,
who were slow to answer questions.”
And from May 2011 “past 11 am when they
arrived - had to stay for an extended
assembly!! And all needed dressing - adults
too.” We can feel Mary’s irritation! Or this
one - “the school arrived promptly and an
adult came up to the school to ask my sister
to start ringing the bell!” “Children well
attired - two interesting hats!!”
Our booking secretary will miss Mary’s
efficiency. She was always the first to
respond to emails and to update Sue on her
availability. She is remaining a friend of Sevington and is also part of our Book Club so
thankfully although she will no longer teach, we will not lose contact.
Enjoy your leisure time Mary!
Nikki Wright

100 Club winners
June: Sue Sunderland

July: Tom Gomersall

August: Harriet Tupper
The draw for September, October and November will take place in the second half of
November, so if you were thinking of joining the Club, now is the time!
Information on how to join the 100 Club is on our website.
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Quince Paste
If like my sister and I at Sevington you are fortunate enough
to have a good crop of quinces, why not try this recipe for
quince paste. I believe it is popular in Spain where it is called
Membrillo and is declared delicious with hard cheeses.
Ingredients
4lbs quinces, washed, peeled, cored, chopped
Vanilla pod, split
Caster sugar, amount determined during cooking
Method
1. Place the quince pieces into a large pan and add enough water to cover. Add the vanilla
pod and bring to the boil. Place a lid on the pan and boil for 30-40 minutes, or until
quinces are very soft.
2. Drain the liquid from the quinces and transfer the quinces to a scale to weigh. Note the
weight of the quinces - this is the weight of caster sugar you will require.
3. Place the fruit into a bowl and beat until very smooth.
4. Return to the original pan and add an equal weight of sugar.
5. Cook over a low heat, stirring constantly, until the sugar dissolves.
6. Continue to cook over a low heat, stirring occasionally, for 1-1½ hours, or until the
quince paste has thickened and has a deep orange colour.
7. Make sure the oven is not too hot.
8. Pour the cooked paste out onto a greased and lined 8in x 8in baking tray and smooth
the paste out evenly.
9. Place into the oven for one hour to speed up the setting process.
10. Remove from the oven and slice into manageable portions.

Miss Elisabeth Squire

Note: Readers of this Newsletter may like to introduce a food processor into stage 3 to save
on elbow grease. In stage 7 heat the oven to 120F.
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Athelstan Museum at the Malmesbury Carnival

What a wonderful Victorian walking float Athelstan Museum entered in this year’s
Malmesbury Carnival procession! It was based on an excursion to Weston on the old
Malmesbury 'Bunk' train.
If you look carefully, you may spot some of Sevington’s Victorian costumes which we were
pleased to lend to the Museum for the occasion.
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Thank you to Waitrose, Malmesbury

David Witt, one of our Trustees, accepting a cheque from Waitrose, Malmesbury
as a contribution to the fundraising for our building project.

Eat Cake for Sevington
In August Janet Senneck, one of Sevington’s most loyal
supporters, organised a Victorian Tearoom in Castle
Combe to raise funds for Sevington School. The day
was a great success and now a Christmas Tearoom is
planned for 16th December (see Janet’s poster on the
next page).

Please put the date in your diary and come along
and support Sevington School. However cold the
weather, you will not regret turning out to
sample Janet’s delicious cakes!

The dream team
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Christmas
Victorian Tearoom
Castle Combe Village Hall
Sunday 16th December 10.30am – 4pm
Raising funds for Sevington Victorian School
Bookings can be made to avoid disappointment.
Full afternoon teas
or choose from a selection of homemade cakes
and scones.
Artefacts from Sevington will be on display
or buy small, Victorian-style toys from our shop.
To book see our Facebook page
Victorian Tearoom Castle Combe
or text Janet on 07918076137
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