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My Dear Friends, 
 
Spring 2013 was my first Newsletter to you all, one hundred years 
after Miss Squire's retirement and the trust had achieved the amazing 
goal of securing the finances to buy the building.    
 
Since then the school has opened its doors to children and adults 
making tangible that elusive link with our past and our heritage. 
The trustees and you, the Friends, have battled through changing 
curriculums and planning applications, because history never stands 
still, introduced Summer Sundays and all manner of imaginative fun 
and events.  
 
The latest battle for the new "privy" has had its planning application 
approved by the council. As you will see from Dinah's article below, 
after a lot of effort, the money for it is now beginning to come in! 
 
Annie King hung up Sister Hannah's apron in July, having been 
doing her duties for nearly five years. Miss Squire asked me to convey 
her personal thanks to you, Annie, and we all join her in that. It’s 
good to know that you are still a helping Friend, and that there are 
other Hannahs in the wings. 
 
I too have been happily editing our letters for about five years, 
although I moved to Bristol not long after I started.  I do feel not being 
in the village any more makes a difference, although I am kept 
informed of events, I think I would be better reading about them 
rather than delivering the news second hand. 
 
And then again, there has been so much to do in Bristol!  So I have 
decided to rest my pen in its pot.  But I still hope to drive down in the 
horse and buggy to see everyone and help in events.  The horse does 
complain a bit about the M4. 
 
My very best to you all and enjoy our Newsletter. 
 
 
 

Kay Oliver 
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                                                Fund raising  
 

The drive to raise funds for our new cloakroom block is going full tilt now and we're 

beginning to see results.    

 

What have we done so far? 

 

By law every supermarket now has to charge for bags and most are spending the money on 

good causes.   So we've approached Tesco, Waitrose and Morrisons and we're delighted 

to say that Tesco chose us as one of their three charities for September and October.  We're 

guaranteed a donation of £1,000 and, as the slogan says, Every Little Helps! 

 

We've applied for funding to twenty charitable trusts in the West of England.  It's amazing 

how many generous people there are out there who've left money in their will to be used for 

good causes.   We think we've tracked down most of them, but if you know of any do let us 

know.  

 

We've applied to local business, including the St James’ Place Foundation.  That's a firm 

offering financial advice and they like to help local causes.  They've given us £1,000 and so 

have the Jack Lane Trust.  Other businesses we've approached include The Gazette and 

Herald, and the Leigh Delamere Service stations.  We figured if we were looking for local 

sources of funding we couldn't get closer than MOTO. 

 

We've launched an appeal to visiting schools and contacted local community groups like the 

Chippenham Rotary Club and the Free Masons.  

 

We've got a long way to go but we're on the move and, as always, we rely on the Friends to 

help us spread the word and track down possible sources of funding.  So if you have any 

ideas, please contact me, via the website. 

                                                                                                                        Dinah Starkey 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

And also: 

£1,000 from Jack Lane Trust, who helped 
us with the purchase three years ago. 

The Parish Council has committed to 
£1,000 over two years. 

St James’ Place has donated £1,000. 

 

Antiques valuation day: £291. 

Number of personal donations: 1 

 

 

STOP PRESS:  Our treasurer, Edward King, has 

told me we received a grant from the Dixie 

Rose Findlay Charity Trust of £3,279. 
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Three Easy Ways to Support our Fundraising 

Localgiving  

If you would like to donate to our fund, please click on the Donate now button on the home 

page of our website www.sevingtonvictorianschool.co.uk. This will take you to our 

Localgiving page where you can make a donation to our Toilet Update fund. This donation 

can be gift-aided, helping us even more. 

Easyfundraising 

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to your 

annual holiday - you could be collecting free donations for The Sevington School Project? 

There are over 3,000 shops and sites ready to make a donation, including Amazon, M&S, 

John Lewis, Sainsbury's, Lakeland, Aviva, thetrainline, and Booking.com –  it doesn't cost you 

a penny extra! 

Here’s how to do it: 

1. Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/sevingtonschoolproject/ and join for 

free. 

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start 

shopping. 

3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no 

extra cost whatsoever! 

There are no catches or hidden charges and The Sevington School Project will be really 

grateful for your donations. 

Aviva Community Fund 

Our application for funding from the Aviva Community Fund has been approved and the 

winning projects are decided by public vote online. The voting period runs from 24th 

October to midday on 21st November and each voter has 10 votes to use as they choose.  

Please use all your votes for The Sevington Victorian Project! To register and vote, use this 

direct link: https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/17-5124. 

Thank you all for your support! 

Isobel Moore 

 

 

http://www.sevingtonvictorianschool.co.uk/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/sevingtonschoolproject/
https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/17-5124
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Summer Visits 

 
This is always the most varied and 

unpredictable aspect of our programme  

and this year has been no exception.  

Here's some of the things we've 

learned over the summer. 

 

1.   In the past, grocers used butter pats to 

work extra water into the butter (from an 

elderly gentleman whose mother was a 

grocer's assistant). 

 

2.  Our herbarium contains five different 

sorts of incense (from a visiting herbalist 

who was fascinated by it and unpacked it 

right down to the base). 

 

3.   Add a quince to your apple pie if you 

want to give it a really special perfume 

(from a visitor who went off rejoicing with 

a bags of windfalls and - yes - a quince). 

 

 

 
Ring that bell!  Teddy makes a great greeter 
for Summer Sundays 

  
Meg in my favourite picture:  Getting ready 
for Summer Sundays. 

4.  Never hold an Open Sunday on the day 

of the men's final at Wimbledon, or a bank 

holiday.  You may remember the glorious 

weather on the August Bank Holiday. We 

prepared for hordes of visitors and ended 

up entertaining a total of nine.  Why? Who 

knows!    

 

5.   Expect hordes of people for Heritage 

weekend, regardless of weather.  Heritage 

visitors are a hardy lot.  They bring their 

mackintoshes and their thermos of tea and 

they tramp round regardless.  We had a 

hundred on the Sunday and every one of 

them said "How amazing, we never knew 

this was here, you really should publicise 

it more."    

 

6.  You can never, never, have enough 

publicity. So if you know a parish 

magazine, or website or any other, do let 

us know for next year.    

 

In the meantime, it's over to the teaching 

team, and the best of luck to them.    

 

Dinah Starkey 
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Antique Roadshow's Valuation Afternoon. 

On August 19th on a typically British, slightly breezy summer afternoon with sunny 

intervals, Sevington School held its very own valuation event. Marc Allum and Lisa Lloyd, 

valuers from the BBC's Antique Roadshow who live locally in Chippenham, kindly gave their 

time to value antiques. People brought a wide variety of objects ranging from China, 

jewellery, pictures, canes to medals, and learnt about their history and value. Some of Miss 

Squire's school room artefacts were also examined and someone even brought along a pair 

of Queen Victoria's knickers! The Trustees and Teachers dressed as Victorians for the 

occasion and visitors were able to sample a delicious range of tea and cakes.  A great 

afternoon was enjoyed by all and around £300 was raised.  

Jenny Jones 

 

 

 

And as if that wasn't enough, we're on " Flog It"…….. 

 

 

 

How 

Much?! 
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Flog It! comes to Sevington 

 

Hot on the heels of the recent Valuation Afternoon, a film crew from Flog It visited the 

school in September. 

 

Teaching team leader, Nikki Wright, made a wonderful Miss Squire and Kington St Michael 

Primary School kindly supplied a dozen children to re-enact a typical school day.   

Transmission date to be announced later.  
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Dear Friends, re: Barbara Clarke MBE 

Sadly, Barbara Clarke, who was a great friend of Sevington and one of our busiest volunteers, 

passed away recently, back in Norfolk with her family, aged 86. When she lived among us 

she was at Virginia Cottage in Ford, near Chippenham. I believe that she was one of the first 

volunteers and, although not everyone would have known her by name, she was always to be 

seen in the garden, weeding away, right up until quite recently.                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                Edward King 

The 100 Club Winners 

June: Ewen Bird       July: Richenda George     August: Sylvia Townsend   

 

So there we have it, dear readers,  and I hope to see you one and all at 

the AGM on Saturday 18th November at 10 am. 

My best to you,                                                                     

 Kay Oliver

 


