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My Dear Friends, 

We last spoke in the Spring, and summer has been taken over with 
holidays.  We went to Brazil to celebrate our friend's school which 
caters for children outside their school hours, they only have school 
half a day.  The Victorians did better than that though how they 
compare for quality I don't know.  I can say that the children  in the 
favelas  of Brazil were charming and attentive. 

There have been a few changes with our trustees and teachers,  
Barbara Sealy has retired as a teacher and Nick Cox is no longer a 
trustee due to health issues, we do thank them for the sterling work  
put in for the school.  We have three co-opted trustees, Jenny Jones, 
Janet Senneck and Bob Christian and a new teacher, Jennifer Adams.   

I was very impressed by our youngest volunteer, Phoebe Hardingham 
who I had the pleasure to meet on Heritage Sunday, you will have 
some idea why from her interview with  Isobel. 

Edward has asked me to remind everyone,(and that includes me) that 
subscriptions were due from the beginning of September, they can now 
be paid  electronically and by standing order.  

I hope you enjoy reading our news and I look forward to seeing you 
all again at our AGM on Saturday the 19th November and at our 
Christmas Festivity. 

 

Yours, 

Kay Oliver 
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                       Taking the register 

                                                 Photograph by Mike Hawkridge 
ADULT VISITS 

This year we’ve scaled down our operations a bit, as we wait for the outcome of our application to 

do some major building work.  We don’t want  to book  in groups only to find ourselves in the middle 

of a building site so we decided to hold back this year, and do a big publicity drive once the work is 

complete.    

As a result, numbers of group visits were well down on previous years, with just three taking place 

during the summer.  Our first, the Newport Uskmouth Rotary Club came in April.   And they came in 

force.  There were more than forty of them, and they put away an astonishing amount of 

shortbread.  In June we welcomed the Tetbury Camera Club who fell in love with the building, and 

prowled round for hours taking the most interesting shots; two examples are shown here.  And 

finally our old friends the West Wilts U3A visited us again in July and one of the visitors, Ennis 

Blackman, later presented us with three beautiful samplers to add to our collection.   

Summer Sundays were cut back this year as well. We are still trying to find out how to make the best 

possible use of our volunteers.  We are a small team and weekly openings were proving a bit of a 

stretch so we concentrated on three big events.    

The first, in July was an exhibition of costumes and samplers.  In  August the event was Miss Squire’s 

world in 20 objects, starting with the beautiful school room key and ending with a highly decorative  

Roll Of Honour commemorating local men who served in the first World War.  Our third event, as 

always, was Heritage Weekend and all three were well attended.    

We are grateful to all the volunteers who worked so hard to make them a success and owe 

particular thanks to Teresa the lace maker  who came to every one, equipped with  her lace pillow 

and bobbins and a fund of stories and expertise.  For Heritage Weekend she conjured up an 

authentic Victorian milk cart and a penny farthing bicycle.  We are very lucky to have her. 

 Dinah Starkey 

Photograph by Liz Cooper
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Meet Our New Teacher                                 

Jennifer Adams                  

After growing up in the East of London 

and studying for my music degree at a 

London music college, my husband and I 

moved to the West Country after our 

marriage in 1972. Since then ..and 2 

daughters later..... (they're now 32 and 36 

years old) - I have finished working 

regularly although give some piano 

lessons at home and still do a bit of supply 

teaching. I love gardening and am an 

active member of my local church and on 

the committee of our local flower club. 

Flower arranging and gardening are 

important parts of my life and recently I 

have done a wedding each year. 

 

 At the moment I'm trying to brush up my 

very rusty Russian ( O Level many years 

ago!). 

 

 I'm enjoying being a number 2 at 

Sevington. 
                                                   Jennifer Adams 

BUILDING PROJECT  UPDATE 

 

 As you will be aware, we are hoping to pull 

down the old ramshackle building which 

houses 'The Offices’  and replace it with 

something more in keeping with the style of 

the building and more suitable to the needs of 

our visitors.       

 

This project was started two years ago, but it 

got bogged down in the planning process and 

very little seemed to be happening.  A recent 

visit by Baroness Jane Scott, the leader of 

Wiltshire County Council, who is also our 

parish councillor, galvanised the planners into 

action and our pre-application was approved.   

The full planning application, which was 

submitted by our architect, Nick Elkins, has 

now been agreed 'subject to conditions', we 

don't know what the conditions are yet, but 

hopefully we will know by the AGM,  Fingers 

crossed. 

 Dinah Starkey        

Meet  Sevington’s  youngest 

volunteer! 

 
Phoebe Hardingham was 12 years old when 

she first contacted Sevington School to offer 

her help. She had spent an enjoyable 

Victorian day at the 

school with her 

primary  class and 

her interest in 

history inspired her 

to join as a young 

volunteer.  
 

Phoebe is now 16 

and has just completed her GCSEs at Sheldon 

School. We congratulate her on achieving 13 

GCSE subjects with A* and A grades, an 

outstanding result and a well-deserved 

reward for all her hard work. She has just 

entered the Sixth Form and embarked on her 

A level studies in History, English Literature, 

French and Government and Politics. Phoebe 

has wide ranging interests, including drama, 

reading and travel. She has also completed 

the Ten Tors Challenge and is training to be a 

lifeguard. 

 

Since she joined Sevington, Phoebe has taken 

part in many open events. She is particularly 

popular with the children who visit, dressing 

them in costume and showing them how to 

use the Victorian toys or make a beeswax 

candle. She is also an excellent and 

knowledgeable ambassador with all our 

visitors and we hope that she will maintain 

her link with the school for many years to 

come.                                   Isobel Moore
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 Bless! Here's to the next brood.

 

 The five babies left their nest, not very confident about going any further,  despite their parents 

trying to tempt them out. Everyone had to beware about leaving the door open too much in case 

they flew in!                                                                                                                            

Sue Sunderland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They send 120 pupils every year over four days. 

 

 100 Club Winners 

April  Joyce Kirk   July  David Sharratt 

May  Don Williams   August  Sylvia Townsend 

June  Jennifer Adams 

 

 

                                                      …said their teacher from  

the 

                                    the Air Balloon School in Bristol. 

"This is the best school trip that 

the  children go on, because the 

children are the trip."   
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Invitation 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, dear people, that concludes our news.   

Our summer adventures are over and we must stoke the fires and 
keep ourselves warm, passing the long evenings with cosy events. 

We look forward to being together at Christmas. 

Before that however, is our AGM on Saturday 19th November. 

God Bless you all,                               Kay Oliver 

 

 

The Trustees of Sevington Victorian School would like to invite the 

Teachers and Friends of Sevington School and the Volunteers to a 

Christmas celebration 

 

From 3 pm until 5 pm   

 

On the 4th December 

 

Mulled wine and minced pies will be served 

 

Please RSVP to Kdropstix@btinternet.com 

 

We look forward to seeing you. 

mailto:Kdropstix@btinternet.com

